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DEAR RESIDENTS OF LAMBTON-KENT-MIDDLESEX, 
Every year, many Canadians miss out on important savings 

come tax time.  There are plenty of opportunities to save; 

but unfortunately, many of us donõt know what weõre 

entitled to.  This year, get the most out of your 2011 income 

tax return with help from our Conservative Governmentõs 

Tax Guide. 

Since 2006, our Government has helped Canadians by 

reducing taxes in over 120 different ways.  These include: 

¶ cuts to the GST  

¶  reductions in income taxes 

¶ introduction of  the landmark Tax-Free Savings Account  

  (TFSA) to help Canadians save 

¶ targeted tax cuts for families, seniors, and job creators 

In total, we have helped a typical Canadian family save 

nearly $3,100 on average per year. 

Sincerely, 

Bev Shipley, MP 

Do you have questions?   

Please do not hesitate to contact the Canada  

Revenue Agency at 1-800-959-8281, or online  

at www.cra-arc.gc.ca, for more information. 
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LOWER TAXES FOR ALL CANADIANS               4-5 

 Tax-Free Savings Account (TFSA) 

 Goods and Services Tax (GST) Credit 

 Deduct Medical Expenses 

 Public Transit Tax Credit 

LOWER TAXES FOR FAMILIES               6-8 

 Universal Child Care Benefit (UCCB) 

 Childrenõs Fitness Tax Credit & Childrenõs Arts Tax Credit 

 Caregiver Amount 

 The Child Disability Benefit &  

 The Registered Disability Savings Program 

 Canada Child Tax Benefit & National Child Benefit Supplement  

 Deduct Child Care Expenses 

 Scholarship & Bursary Exemption and The Textbook Tax Credit 
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 First-Time Home Buyersõ Tax Credit 

 Home Buyersõ Plan 

LOWER TAXES FOR SENIORS          10-11 

 Doubling the Pension Income Amount 

 Increasing the Age Amount 

 Pension Income Splitting 

 Increasing the Age Limit for Converting RRSPs to RRIFs 

LOWER TAXES FOR WORKING CANADIANS  

AND JOB CREATORS           12-15 

 Hiring Credit for Small Business 

 Working Income Tax Benefit 

Canada Employment Amount 

Volunteer Firefighters Tax Credit 

Lower Taxes for Small Business Owners, Farmers and Fishermen 

Apprenticeship Job Creation Tax Credit 

Tradespersonsõ Deduction for Tools 

Meal Expenses of Long-Haul Truck Drivers 

 



TAX-FREE SAVINGS ACCOUNT (TFSA) 

Canadians have many reasons to save for the future; from 

home renovations to retirement, or even medical expenses.  

The Tax-Free Savings Account (TFSA) can help all Canadians 

work towards their short- and long-term financial goals. 

Our Conservative Governmentõs TFSA is a flexible, registered 

savings account.  Investment income, including capital gains, 

earned within the account is not taxed; and withdrawals are tax

-free.  Canadians who are 18 and older can contribute up to 

$5,000 each year. For example: If John only deposited $2,000 

into his TFSA in 2011, and assuming he used all his 

contribution room in 2009 and 2010, he will have room to 

deposit $8,000 in 2012 (i.e. the leftover $3,000 from 2011 + 

the full $5,000 for 2012). 

Itõs important to remember that withdrawn money can only be 

re-contributed in future years. It cannot be re-contributed in the 

same year without penalty (e.g. if Jane has used all her 

contribution room and withdraws $1,000 in April 2011, she 

cannot re-contribute that money until January 2012). 

Contact your local financial  

institution or visit www.tfsa.gc.ca  

to learn more about the rules around 

this important savings vehicle.  
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GOODS AND SERVICES TAX (GST) CREDIT 

Conservatives are committed to keeping taxes low and giving 

Canadians a break every way we can.  The GST credit is a tax-free 

quarterly payment that helps individuals and families with modest 

incomes offset all or part of the GST that they pay.  Donõt forget: to 

receive the GST credit you have to apply for it every year come tax time.   

DEDUCT MEDICAL EXPENSES  

Conservatives are helping you meet your health care needs through a 

deduction for medical expenses.  The Medical Expense Tax Credit 

applies to a whole host of eligible expenses ð from home care services, 

to laser eye surgery, to orthopedics ð that are in excess of the lesser of 

$2,052 or 3 per cent of net income.  There is no limit on the amount of 

expenses a taxpayer can claim for himself or herself, a spouse or 

common-law partner, or a child under 18.  This year, as part of Budget 

2011, our Government went one step further to remove the claim limit 

for those who care for an aging parent, sibling or other relative.  You 

can claim medical expenses paid in any 12-month period ending in 

2011 and not claimed in 2010.  

PUBLIC TRANSIT TAX CREDIT 

Canadians who choose public transit are making a choice 

thatõs good for the wallet and for the environment.  

Transit users can claim a non-refundable tax credit of 

15 per cent of the cost of their monthly or yearly 

public transit passes.  This means that if you buy 

transit passes that cost $85 per month, you could 

save over $150 per year.  Thatõs like getting 

almost two months free. 

Our Governmentõs Public Transit Tax Credit is 

making it more affordable to get you where 

you need to go, while helping our 

environment at the same time.   

For more details, visit  

www.transitpass.ca  



UNIVERSAL CHILD CARE BENEFIT 

Being a parent is about making choices.  Our Conservative 

Government believes that, when it comes to children, 

parents know best.  Thatõs why we created the Universal 

Child Care Benefit (UCCB).  The UCCB provides families with 

$100 per month for each child under the age of 6.  Thatõs 

$1,200 per child, per year.  

The UCCB allows parents to decide what is best for their 

kids.  Rather than try to apply a ôone-size-fits-allõ approach, 

the UCCB lets parents choose.  Whether that choice is 

daycare, staying with a relative, or having Mom or Dad stay 

home, the decision rests with parents, as it should.  
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Our Conservative Government is taking action to help 

families with children meet their goals.  At the same time, by 

participating in sports and the arts, kids learn the value of 

sportsmanship, unleashing their creativity and living healthy 

lifestyles.   

The Childrenõs Fitness Tax Credit allows parents to 

claim a tax credit on up to $500 per child under 

16 against the fees for sports and programs like 

ballet, hockey and soccer.  The Childrenõs Arts 

Tax Credit, new this year, allows parents to 

claim a tax credit on up to $500 per child 

under the age of 16 against the fees for 

artistic and cultural activities, like art or 

music lessons. 
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