
 

 

House of Commons Debates 

 
VOLUME 146   

 

l  
 

NUMBER 073   
 

l  
 

1st SESSION   
 

l  
 

41st PARLIAMENT   
 

 

OFFICIAL REPORT (HANSARD) 

Friday, February 3, 2012 

Speaker: The Honourable Andrew Scheer 

 

ORAL QUESTIONS  

*   *   * 

Justice  

  

Ms. Rosane Doré Lefebvre (Alfred-Pellan, NDP):   
 

    Madam Speaker, the debate on the death penalty ended decades ago and 
Canadians have no interest in reopening it. What is more, before coming to 

power, the Prime Minister said: “The Senate is a relic of the 19th century.” 
 

    Senator Boisvenu's comments prove the Prime Minister right. The most 
troubling thing is that Mr. Boisvenu is authorized to sign bills on behalf of 

Canadians. For the last time, does the government intend to reopen the 
debate on the death penalty or not? 
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Ms. Kerry-Lynne D. Findlay (Parliamentary Secretary to the 

Minister of Justice, CPC):  
  

    Madam Speaker, we have said over and over again we are not 
reopening this debate. Senator Boisvenu is staying in place. He will 

continue to be a strong advocate for victims of crime. 

 
    A soft-on-crime party like the NDP should not be attacking victims of 

crime. The member belongs to a party that opposes tougher sentences 
for violent criminals. It opposed our repeal of the faint hope clause, a 

clause that gave first degree murderers the chance of getting early 

parole. 
 

    It is about time that the member for Winnipeg Centre stood in this 
place and apologize for his attack on a victim of violent crime— 
 
Ms. Rosane Doré Lefebvre (Alfred-Pellan, NDP):  

  

    Madam Speaker, does this attack indicate that this is indeed the 
Conservatives' intention? Honestly. Not only were the senator's comments 

completely inappropriate, but they constituted the abetting of suicide, which 
goes completely against current rehabilitation efforts. 

 
    Making inappropriate comments, seeing whether that shocks Canadians, 

then admitting having gone too far, but not apologizing: is that what it 
means to the Conservatives to be tough on crime? 

   (1145)   

[English] 

Ms. Kerry-Lynne D. Findlay (Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Minister of Justice, CPC):  

  

    Madam Speaker, I can think of nothing more inappropriate than 
personally attacking a victim of violent crime who lost his daughter to the 

actions of a repeat offender, who abducted, sexually assaulted and 
murdered a young, 27-year-old woman. There is no sympathy shown by 

the opposition for the context of those remarks, which the senator 

withdrew within hours of making them. 
 

    What is shocking is that the member for Winnipeg Centre has refused 
to stand in this place and apologize. 
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